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Towson University student Matthew Heimbach proposes to start a 
'White Student Union' on campus 
11:58 AM, Sep 11, 2012   |      comments  

 

 
 

TOWSON, Md. (WJZ) - A controversial proposal from a Towson 
University student is opening up old wounds. A student organization is 
planning to start a "White Student Union." 

Matthew Heimbach's reasoning can be found in the college 
newspaper where he says white students deserve an exclusive club 
only for them. 

Photo Gallery: White college student group proposed 

Inside this week's Towson University newspaper, Heimbach is seen 
holding a Confederate flag in front of Martin Luther King Jr.'s church in 
Montgomery, Ala. He says: "We want to replicate what every student 
union does on campus." 

His solution: Start a White Student Union. 

"I don't know why anyone would want to start 
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that. It doesn't really make sense," Kelsey 
Ports, a junior at Towson University, said. 

In the article, Heimbach says there is a Black 
Student Union that promotes their heroes, 
and he wants to do the same. 

"We had to congregate together because we 
weren't allowed to congregate with whites," 
Julian Carroll, a junior at the university, said. 
"There is a difference between a White 
Student Union and a Black Student Union 
based on the history of America." 

This isn't Heimbach's first attempt to start a 
controversial group. He succeeded before 
with Youth for Western Civilization. The group 
gained negative attention after messages of 
white pride were written in chalk across 
campus. 

"We want to be able to promote on campus 
for students who want to be proud of their 
heritage and the foundations of this country 
and stand up for themselves," Heimbach said 
of the Youth for Western Civilization. 

Richard Vatz resigned as adviser for that 
group. He says that just because the name 

changes, the principles don't. 

"When you have a group that calls themselves the White Student 
Union, their only purpose is generally hostility towards those who are 
non-white," Vatz, a communications professor at Towson University, 
said. 

Right now, no application is on file with the university to start the White 
Student Union. If it is discriminatory, it will not be approved. 

"If inclusiveness is not the plan, then it will not be recognized by the 
Student Government Association," Dr. Teri Hall, vice president of 
Student Affairs at Towson University, said. 

In the college newspaper, Heimbach says 17 students have an 
interest in joining the White Student Union. He tells CBS affiliate WJZ 
that although he could not be reached before this story was written, he 
would like to talk about the union and their plans at Towson University. 
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Photo Gallery: Student proposes a White Student 
Union on campus 
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