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Non-profit calls for president to denounce 
White Union 
16 SEPTEMBER 2012  BY JONATHAN MUNSHAW, NEWS EDITOR  7 COMMENTS  

Members of the non-profit Center for Community Change were asked to leave University President Maravene 

Loeschke’s inauguration ceremony Friday afternoon. 

The Washington D.C.-based non-profit was attempting to deliver over 1,200 petitions that called for her to 

publically denounce a White Student Union. 

Chief of Towson Police Bernard Gerst said he was not aware of the group being escorted out of Towson 

Center, and the group was just asked to leave the lobby so the procession could enter the ceremony. 

“I’m sure there will be ample opportunity for them to present President Loeschke the petitions at her office 

after this,” Gerst said. 

After leaving the Towson Center, Pleitez and the three other members went to the Administration Building in 

an attempt to give Loeschke the petitions after her inauguration. 

“We promoted the petitions through the website Change.org,” Alesia Lucas, one of the group members said. 

“We had it set up so that each time someone signed a petition, the President’s office would get an email 

about it, so even if the president doesn’t know about these petitions already, her secretary definitely does.” 

The President’s office was closed for inauguration and could not be reached for comment. 

After waiting at the Administration Building, the group left the petitions outside the door to the President’s 

office, Lucas said. 

Lucas said the group was inspired to start the petition after seeing several national and local stories about 

the possibility of a White Student Union coming to Towson. 

Because her group supports low-income people of color in D.C., she said she found the idea of the student 

union unacceptable. 

“Allowing a whites only student group directly contradicts your commitment to diversity—and it serves no 

purpose other than to discriminate against non-white students,” the petition reads on Change.org. “As the 

President of Towson University, I urge you to publicly denounce the creation and establishment of the ‘White 

Student Union.’” 

Rob Friedlander, member of the Center for Community Change, and one of the circulators of the petitions, 

said he hopes the University will make a public statement about the proposed union after seeing the 

petitions. 

“They need to publicly come out against it,” he said. “It’s a national story, and this type of group is offensive to 

any type of minority community. I just think a statement or a press release from the President or the 

University would be appropriate.” 
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None of the group members who attempted to deliver the petition were Towson students. 

-Brandi Bottalico contributed to this article 

Print this pageShare on Facebook Share on Twitter

Ivan said:  

Yes! You’re going to open the flood gates with this one. 

TUstudent said:  

“None of the group members who attempted to deliver the petition were Towson students.” 

She doesn’t even go here! 

Tigergal said:  

Lol “Do you even go here?”…… “No… I just have a lot of feelings” 

Roach said:  

This is funny. Petitioning for a group that doesn’t even exist yet, that’s just grand. 

Theresa said:  

“Allowing a whites only student group directly contradicts your commitment to diversity — 

and it serves no purpose other than to discriminate against non-white students…” 

Except it wouldn’t be a “whites-only” group, because the university policy states that you 

exclude people in any group. I mean, the Black Student Union isn’t meant to exclude 

nonblacks. If nonwhites want to join the White Student Union, they should go right ahead. It 

isn’t about supremacy or exclusion or anything of the sort. 

(Also, A+ to the Mean Girls comments.) 

Mark said:  

The WSU has issued a statement about this controversy. 

http://towsonwsu.blogspot.com/2012/09/an-open-letter-to-racists.html 

Get the facts before you condemn them! They are about inclusion! 
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Mike said:  

Although a white student union is stupid as hell they still should have a right to have their 

group, people need to calm down. 

“Allowing a whites only student group directly contradicts your commitment to diversity—

and it serves no purpose other than to discriminate against non-white students,” 

Couldn’t you say the same thing about a black student union? There is literally no 

difference. I as a white student obviously do not feel welcome in the BSU. 
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