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A Towson University student has proposed the formation of a White Student Union on the Towson, Md. campus. 

Matthew Heimbach, a senior U.S. history major, said he hopes the university implements the White Student Union 

because “every other ethnic group has its own advocacy group, but whites don’t.” 

The idea of the group has some calling it racist, especially after Heimbach brought Jared Taylor to campus. Taylor has 

been described by the Southern Poverty Law Center as a white nationalist and has argued that black hate crimes 

against whites outnumber white-on-black crimes by a wide margin. 

While the idea of a White Student Union being established based on the opinion that white students’ rights are being 

infringed upon is uncomfortable, there is nothing intrinsically wrong with such a union. The message and idea it would 

be built upon is off-base, but with the First Amendment and free speech, there is no reason for the union in of itself to 

not exist. 

But while Heimbach has the right to express himself freely, so do those who oppose his idea. He has complained 

about how every time conservative, white individuals begin “standing up for themselves, it’s a battle cry for radical 

leftists on campus.” 

What people like Heimbach need to understand is that if you want to have the right to say whatever you want, you also 

should accept the fact that those who oppose your ideas have the same right. 

That still does not provide great support as to why a White Student Union would be fundamentally wrong or how it 

would be racist in of itself. If the union follows the same bylaws created for every other group, meaning people of other 

ethnicities can join, then there would be nothing racist about it. There are white members of Towson’s Black Student 

Union, as stated by Towson’s Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs for Diversity Victor Collins in an Oct. 11 

Huffington Post article. 

There is not a clear difference between the two, other than one pertaining to a minority group while the other pertains to 

the majority. As long as those who are members of the group do nothing to promote hate and bigotry, there is no clear 

argument against such an institution. 

If Heimbach’s goal is to solely have a group for people of his ethnicity, then there is no reason to stop it, even if it 

seems completely unnecessary. But if the idea behind the union is to spread awareness to how there is a bias toward 

white students at a university with a student population of 68 percent white students, then Heimbach should be 

prepared to deal with the blow-back. 
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