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Controversial Towson U Student Attempts to Create White Student 
Union 
September 11th, 2012 by Molly Greenberg Posted in news, students 

After garnering over 300 comments on his 
school’s student newspaper website and a great 
amount of negative attention from many on 
campus, Towson University student Matthew 
Heimbach’s wish to create a White Student 
Union has not been received as well as he may 
have thought it would be. 

Relaying that the purpose of the White Student 
Union is solely to act like any other student 
union, standing as a support network for other 
white students on campus and praising the 
illustrious white figures of the past, Heimbach’s 
intentions are clear. “We’d also want to create a 
safe space for members who have filed hate/bias 

reports and who have had anti-white language used against them,” he explained 
further. “Especially the female members who have heard ‘cracker’ and ‘honkie,’ and nothing 
has ever come of it. It’s a support network for a campus that is hostile toward white 
students.” Heimbach’s assertion is that Towson’s campus is prejudiced against whites, an idea 
many with connections to the university find to be untrue. 

Liam Hurlbut, a sophomore majoring in music education, conveyed to The Towerlight, 
Towson’s student newspaper, that “white power movements are illegitimate. In the history of 
this country, whites never lost their power. They have always run this country and oppressed 
all other races. Even today whites have unearned ‘privileges’ in our society. Whites must 
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recognize and reject this privileges to atone for the evils of our ancestors.” 

Even the Assistance Vice President for Student Diversity Victor Collins spoke out, giving his 
opinion of the potential student group. “I have no objection to students creating an 
organization if they follow the procedure,” he said. “However, I don’t think they should have 
their own space or office on campus because it would promote the idea that white students 
have the same experience on campus as African American students and LGBT students, and 
that’s just not true.” 

When he was interviewed by The Baltimore Sun, Collins also spoke to his confusion over the 
point of the White Student Union. “They think they are a parallel comparison to the Black 
Student Union,” Collins said. “In my observation in American society and history, I don’t 
know if white students have been discriminated against or denied access to intuitions [sic]. 
This is a predominantly white institution. I don’t understand why they have to [form.]” 
Collins does however say that as long as the requirements are met and Towson’s rules are 
obeyed, the group’s First Amendment rights will be protected. 

[To view other responses to the White Student Union, click here] 

Currently, one of the most controversial issues at hand is the fact that Heimbach was formerly 
known as the president of the Youth for Western Civilization group on campus, which was 
disbanded back in March of 2012. The chapter was known for scribbling “White Pride” all over 
campus property. It was often referred to as a “white supremacist group,” but Heimbach vows 
the White Student Union has no ties to the old group’s ways. Heimbach’s connections to both 
groups, though, has caused some to worry about the direction the student group will head in. 
In fact, The Towerlight reported that even Facebook administrators were skeptical about the 
White Student Union group. “So Facebook banned me for a day and took down the Towson 
University White Student Union page for ‘hate speech. Funny enough, the Towson University 
Black Student Union page is still up,” Heimbach posted on Facebook. 

According to Student Government Association President Brandy Hall, as of right now, no 
paperwork has been filed for the White Student Union to become a part of Towson’s Campus. 
Meetings have been scheduled with potential advisers, but otherwise only 17 students out of 
the more than 21,000 students enrolled at Towson University have actually expressed interest. 

  

[Image via Thinkprogress.org] 

 
Tweet

Related Posts 

 

 

InTheCapital Writers 

Most Discussed 

Carl Pierre 
on D.C. Pulled in $85 Million Worth 
of Traffic Camera Tickets in Last 
Year 

Mac Byrd 
on Washington, D.C. is Officially 
the Most Affordable City in the 
Country For.. 

Mac Byrd 
on MyWorkster Hosts Inaugural 
Recruit Tech Alumni-Only Career 
Fair at George Mason 

Eric Greenberg 
on D.C. Pulled in $85 Million Worth 
of Traffic Camera Tickets in Last 
Year 

Tinu Abayomi-Paul 
on #DCWineWeek in Instagrams, 
Images, and Tweets (so far…) 

Lisa Byrne 
on #DCWineWeek in Instagrams, 
Images, and Tweets (so far…) 

Molly Greenberg 
on #InternProblems: Nerf Gun 
Wars, Feet, Dumpster Surfing 

Brandt Hardin 
on Romney Kicks Off Yet Another 
Internet Sensation With Binders 
Full of Women.. 

Molly Greenberg 
on Must Attend DC Wine Week 
Events, and the Most Boss Wine Ad 
of All Time [VIDEO] 

Carl Pierre 
on Must Attend DC Wine Week 
Events, and the Most Boss Wine Ad 
of All Time [VIDEO] 

Carl Pierre 
Staff Writer, IntheCapital 

Molly Greenberg 
Staff Writer, InTheCapital 

Want To Write a Guest Post? 
Learn More » 

Meet the World’s 
Most Interesting 
Professor Who...

Greatest Tumblr of 
Our Generation: 
Fairy Tales for...

#InternProblems: 
Candy Coffee, 
Hangovers, the...

Halloween Lights 
Accurately 
Coordinate With...

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2012-09-07/news/bs-md-co-white-student-union-20120907_1_white-student-union-white-identity-matthew-heimbach
http://www.thetowerlight.com/2012/09/interest-for-white-student-union-grows/
http://www.thetowerlight.com/2012/09/interest-for-white-student-union-grows/
https://twitter.com/share
http://inthecapital.com/author/carlpierre/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/d-c-pulled-in-85-million-worth-of-traffic-camera-tickets-in-last-year/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/d-c-pulled-in-85-million-worth-of-traffic-camera-tickets-in-last-year/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/d-c-pulled-in-85-million-worth-of-traffic-camera-tickets-in-last-year/
http://inthecapital.com/author/carlpierre/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mac-byrd/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/22/washington-d-c-is-officially-the-most-affordable-city-in-the-country-for-middle-class-americans/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/22/washington-d-c-is-officially-the-most-affordable-city-in-the-country-for-middle-class-americans/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/22/washington-d-c-is-officially-the-most-affordable-city-in-the-country-for-middle-class-americans/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mac-byrd/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mac-byrd/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/22/myworkster-hosts-inaugural-recruit-tech-alumni-only-career-fair-at-george-mason/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/22/myworkster-hosts-inaugural-recruit-tech-alumni-only-career-fair-at-george-mason/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/22/myworkster-hosts-inaugural-recruit-tech-alumni-only-career-fair-at-george-mason/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mac-byrd/
http://inthecapital.com/author/ericgreenberg/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/d-c-pulled-in-85-million-worth-of-traffic-camera-tickets-in-last-year/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/d-c-pulled-in-85-million-worth-of-traffic-camera-tickets-in-last-year/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/d-c-pulled-in-85-million-worth-of-traffic-camera-tickets-in-last-year/
http://inthecapital.com/author/ericgreenberg/
http://inthecapital.com/author/tinu-abayomi-paul/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/dcwineweek-in-instagrams-images-and-tweets-so-far/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/dcwineweek-in-instagrams-images-and-tweets-so-far/
http://inthecapital.com/author/tinu-abayomi-paul/
http://inthecapital.com/author/lisabyrne/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/dcwineweek-in-instagrams-images-and-tweets-so-far/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/19/dcwineweek-in-instagrams-images-and-tweets-so-far/
http://inthecapital.com/author/lisabyrne/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mollygreenberg/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/17/internproblems-nerf-gun-wars-feet-dumpster-surfing/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/17/internproblems-nerf-gun-wars-feet-dumpster-surfing/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mollygreenberg/
http://inthecapital.com/author/brandthardin/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/17/romney-kicks-off-yet-another-internet-sensation-with-binders-full-of-women-tumblr-pics/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/17/romney-kicks-off-yet-another-internet-sensation-with-binders-full-of-women-tumblr-pics/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/17/romney-kicks-off-yet-another-internet-sensation-with-binders-full-of-women-tumblr-pics/
http://inthecapital.com/author/brandthardin/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mollygreenberg/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/16/must-attend-dc-wine-week-events-and-the-most-boss-wine-ad-of-all-time-video/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/16/must-attend-dc-wine-week-events-and-the-most-boss-wine-ad-of-all-time-video/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/16/must-attend-dc-wine-week-events-and-the-most-boss-wine-ad-of-all-time-video/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mollygreenberg/
http://inthecapital.com/author/carlpierre/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/16/must-attend-dc-wine-week-events-and-the-most-boss-wine-ad-of-all-time-video/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/16/must-attend-dc-wine-week-events-and-the-most-boss-wine-ad-of-all-time-video/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/16/must-attend-dc-wine-week-events-and-the-most-boss-wine-ad-of-all-time-video/
http://inthecapital.com/author/carlpierre/
http://inthecapital.com/author/carlpierre/
http://inthecapital.com/author/mollygreenberg/
http://inthecapital.com/faq
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/meet-the-worlds-most-interesting-professor-who-just-so-happens-to-be-from-virginia-tech-and-needs-your-help/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/meet-the-worlds-most-interesting-professor-who-just-so-happens-to-be-from-virginia-tech-and-needs-your-help/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/meet-the-worlds-most-interesting-professor-who-just-so-happens-to-be-from-virginia-tech-and-needs-your-help/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/greatest-tumblr-of-our-generation-fairy-tales-for-twenty-somethings/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/greatest-tumblr-of-our-generation-fairy-tales-for-twenty-somethings/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/greatest-tumblr-of-our-generation-fairy-tales-for-twenty-somethings/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/internproblems-candy-coffee-hangovers-the-paranormal/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/internproblems-candy-coffee-hangovers-the-paranormal/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/24/internproblems-candy-coffee-hangovers-the-paranormal/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/23/halloween-lights-accurately-coordinate-with-gangnam-style-song-video/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/23/halloween-lights-accurately-coordinate-with-gangnam-style-song-video/
http://inthecapital.com/2012/10/23/halloween-lights-accurately-coordinate-with-gangnam-style-song-video/


Categories 
City News 
Politics 
Tech 
Subscribe to Newsletter 

  

Follow 
Facebook 
LinkedIn 
Twitter 
RSS 
Navigation 
About 
Contact Us 
Privacy Policy 
Terms of Service 

 

All Rights Reserved. 2012 

 

These "White Student Union" movements seem to happen every year. Heimbach should note 
that a White Student Union already exists - it's called Towson University: 
http://collegestats.org/college/towson-university/admissions 

 

I was talking to Molly Greenberg about this earlier. We had a White Student Union at 
VCU that addressed the effects Europeans have had over the continent of North, 
Central and South America. It was more of a cultural awareness group. It lasted for 
awhile and had members of all races and nationalities. That is something I can get 
down with. This young man just seems extremely misguided and ignorant. But I 
already know what this kids response would be to this. "#yolo" cc: Carl Pierre 
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